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Abou t Bbakti"edan ta Institu te 

Bhakt ivedallla ins t ilUte is a center for advanced study and 
research into the Ved ic scie ntific knowledge concern ing the na ture 
of conscious ness an d the self. T he Institute is the academic d ivi
sion of the In te rnational Society for Krish na Co nscio usness. I t 
co nsists of a body of scientists and scholars who have recognized 
the un ique value of the teachings of Krishna Consciousness 
brought to the West by His Divi ne Grace A. C. Bhak tivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada. T he main purpose of the Inst itute is to ex
plore the im pli cations of the Vedic knowledge as it bea rs o n all 
features of human culture, and to present its fi ndings in cou rses , 
lectures, monographs, books and a quarterly jo urnal, SU-Vljlfillul m. 

The Institute presents modern science and o ther fields of 
knowledge in the light of Vaiglava philosophy and t radition, pro
vidi ng a new perspective on reali ty quite different fro m Ihat of ollr 
modern educa tiona l systems. One reason for the increasing interest 
of modern intell ect uals in Srila Prabhupada's tcach ings is doubt
lessly the growing awareness that in spitc of great scien tific and 
techno logical advanceme nts, thc real goal of human life has some
how been missed . T he phi losoph y of Bhaktivedanta Institute pro
vides a meaningfu l answer to this concern by pro pos ing t hat 
life- no t matte r-is the basis of the world we perce ive. 

The cen tral doctrine of modern scie nce is tha t all phenomena , 
includ ing tbose of li fe a nd conscio usness , can be fu ll y exp la ined 
and un derstoo d by recourse to malle r alone. The dic tum t hat " life 
is a manifestation of matte r" is, indeed, the ult imate ra t iona le for 
the entire civiliza ti on of material aggrand ize ment. The Vedas, on 
the other hand, teach that conscio us life is original, fun damental, 
and eternal. This is the essence of BlwglllmtJ-gilii- "uluu;! survus)'u 
pmbluwo matll/it slIrvmi! prau(IYlalc." (10.8) On this fundamental 
and critical point, modern science an d Ved ic knowledge find 
themselves opposed . 

Bhaktiveda n ta Institute is dedicated to disse minating th is most 
fundamen tal knowledge throughout the world. The Institute is 
clearl y demonstrating that the Vedic versio n is not a matt er simply 
of "faith" or " belief", but is scien tiric in the st rict sense of the 



term. Although many o f its fea tures may appear diffi cult to verify 
experimentall y, o thers have direct impl icat ions conce rn ing what 
we may expect to observe. Thus, th is view should serve as a stimu~ 
Iating challenge to the trul y scientifi c sp irit to go be yo nd tb e very 
restrictive framewo rk im posed on ou r scient ific un derstanding o f 
na ture over the last two hundred years. Modern science began as an 
experiment to see how far nature could be explained without 
invoking God. But the purpose of Bhaktivcdanta Institute is to 
introduce Vedic kn owledge o n a genuinely scientifi c basis fo r the 
fi rst t ime in the history of thi s modern scient ific age. 

Program of Lectures on the Origin of Life and Matter 
Today, science is dominated by the theory that "life" is a 

product of molecular interact ions, and that all the different 
activities o f life- for example, thinking, fee ling and wi ll ing- are 
due to coordinated chemica l reactions. Ye t, thi s theory suffers 
both from serious int ernal incons istencies and a fundamental in
ability to acco unt for many of the mos t significant phenomena of 
li fe. A new scientific paradigm is clearly needed. 

Bhaktivedanta Institllte is spo nsori ng a lec ture series on the 
nat ure and o rigin of li fe and matter. Institute members arc avail
able to present lectures 0 11 man y different aspec ts of this funda
mental subj ect, both for genera l audiences and for specialists in 
seve ral fields of modern nat ural science. The basic theme for the 

, 

Structure: of the: protein, chymotrypsin. Can such precise: and complex struc
tures arise by ch.ance and th.e ac tio n of molecular forces ? 



lect ures is that lifc can no t be reduced to a combinat ion of mate ri al 
cl ements. This is di scussed in the li ght of modern scientifi c 
theories and the Vedic know ledge. The mem bers of the Institu te 
hope that these di scuss ions will provide new and thought pro· 
vo king insights into these important questions. 

Lecture Topics 
• The Fundam cntal Differcnce be twcen Li fe and r-. lalter 

• Quantum Theory and Co nsciOlls ness 

• Higher Order Na tural L'l.ws- a New Scicnlific I'aradigm 

• Informat ion Theory and th e Origi n of Com plex Ol'de r 

• Chemical Evolution: A j\ lo!ccular Fairy Talc? 

• Darwi n's Theory in Retreat- Ne w Trends in Geo logical Inter· 
pretation 

• Genetic Engineering and Bio mcd ica l Ethics 

• The Philoso ph y and Psycho logy o f Scicnce 

• Paramlftmll and the Process or Acquiri ng Knowledge 

• A Scientific Basis fo r the Study of Liff" 

Represenlation of a comput er in the form o f a game. Can a computer in this 
form generate a person's consciousness? If no t, how is the role o f consciouJ
ness in nature 10 be understood ? 



Some Highlights of the Lecture Series 

• ~ I o lecular Biology 
The goal of scientifi c research is to find the absolute lruth , or 
the cause of all phenomena, gove rnin g both life and maller. 
According to modern science, the ultimate cause is vaguely in
corpo rated into certain physical laws- basically t he laws of 
q uantum mechanics. Conceptuall y, these laws invo lve o nl y 
some pushes and pulls am o ng panicles. Although th e theo ry of 
evoluti on asserts that these laws are sufficien t in themsel ves to 
account for all the marvel s o f life, hones t and intell ige nt scien
tists are beginn ing to realize that the theory is fai li ng to explain 
many of li fe's subtle aspects-for insta nce, love, meani ng and 
purpose . How can simple pushes a nd pulls be respo nsib le for all 
the wonderful phenomena that we encou nter in li fe? 

We woul d like to show that the recen t anno uncemen t o f 
Khorana's syntheti c gene is no t di ffere nt from tha t of Wohler 's 
syn thesis of urea in 1828, as far as o ur unders tanding of life is 
concerned . In other words, a complex molecule o r a combina
tion of such molec ules wi ll not accou n t for the true na ture of 
life. 

We propose that life is non-ph ysical an d no n-chemi cal. It 
possesses consciousness and o beys higher o rder no n-ph ys ical 
laws. This hypothesis can ex plain all the observed facts of li fe 
more scie ntifi call y than any of the p revio us theories. 

• Information Theory 
A fundamental proposi ti o n of informatio n theo ry sta tes that 
the information conten t of a closed mathemat ical system 
canno t increase. In modern scie nce, nature is described by 
means of mathe mat ica l models o f lo w in formation content. The 
phys ical structures of living o rgani sms, o n t he other hand, arc of 
such com plexity a nd di versi ty as to indicate a very high infor· 
mation co nte n t. From th is it fo llows tha t these stru ct ures could 
not have arisen by means of the simple nat ural processes en· 
visioned in th e lheory of evolution . An addi tional source of 
informati on is required. The imp licatio ns of this analys is rega rd
ing the origin of life arc discussed . 

• Quantum theory 
Modern science has failed to account for conSCiousness, an d in 
modern physics the existence of consc io usn css has given rise to 
se rious paradoxes and COIHradictions. The quantum theory is 
discussed with special emphasis o n the interpretations o f von 



Neumann an d Dan eri, Loinger, and Prospe ri. It is concluded 
thaI II new theoretical understanding is required coritaining pro
visions fo r consciousness. Such an understanding may be based 
o n t he descrip tion of th e atomic living entity, o r alma, given in 
IJIwgavad-gno. This entai ls definite imp licali ons concerning th e 
scientific stud y of life . 

Literature 
The membe rs of the Institu te arc writing books and mono

graphs, lind publ ish ing a jo urnal, Sa-mjiTonalll. devo ted to th e 
study o f scientific knowledge. Topics of parti cular interest arc: the 
nature and origin of life, co nsc iousness , t he theory of evolu ti on , 
th e laws of nalllre, and the psycho logy and methodo logy of 
science. The fo ll owing monograp hs arc currentl y avai lab le : 

I. lV/wI is Mauer alld II'/wl il' LIfe? 
- by Sva rnpa Damodara J):1sa 

2, j)emOIlJlr(lliOIl b)' ", formatiol' Tll eor), thal L ife COllllot Arise 
from J\ It, Uer 

- by Sad:lpu ta Dasa 

3. COllsciousness lIIu/ the LllWS of Nature 
by Sadaputa Dasa 

Speakers 
Dr. Thouclam Damodar Singh 
(Svaru pa Damodara D;lS<l) , 
GI3C and Director of Bhakti · 
veda nt a Inst itute 

Dr. Singh was bo rn III 

~l:anipur. India, in 1941. li e 
received his I3.Sc. with First 
Class Chemistry Iionors from 
Gauhati Un i,!ersi ty. an d hi s 
i\lasler of Tech nology degree 
with First Class Iionors frolll 
Calcut ta Univers it y. I Ie re· 
ce ived hi s i\ I.S. in Chemistry 
from Ca nisius Co llct-:c of 
Burfalo , New York, and in 
19H- completed his Ph.D. in 
Ph ys ic;ti Organ ic Chem istry at 
the University of California at Irvine , wurk in~ under Or. Robert 



\\I. Taft. In 1970 he became an initiated discip le of Hi s Divine 
Gracc A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swam i Prabhup,lda, the fOllnder-acarya 
of the Intc]'Jlational Society for Krishna Conscio usness. Hc worked 
as a Rcscarch Fellow at Emory University from 1974lO 1977, and 
is now Director of Bhaktivedil il til Inst it u te. 

Dr. Singh has wrillen a boo k, 711C Scielltlfic Basis of Krishna 
COllsciollSlIess. and is co-auth or of several techn ical papers: 

"Novel Activat ion Parame tcrs and Catalytic Constants in thc 
Aminolysis and Methanolysis of p-Nitrophenyl T ri n uoro
acetate," J.llmer. Chem. Soc., 97 , 3867 (1975). 

"Nitrogen to Nitrogen ProLOn T ransfer. Thc Signi ficance of 
La rge Negative Entro pies of Activation," J. Amer. Chem . Soc., 
98.5011 (19 76). 

"Application o f Ion Cyclotron Resonance Spectroscopic Gas
Phase Basici t ies to th e Study of Ta uLO meric Equilib ria," j. 
Amer. Chem. Soc .. 98 ,6048 (1976) . 

He is a member of the American Chemical Society an d the Inter
national Society for the Study of the Origi n of Life. 

Dr. Michael Marchetti 
(i\ ladhava Dasa) 

Dr. i\ larchetti was born ill 
Orange, New J ersey, in 19-+3. 
At Rutgers University he re
(;eivcd his A.B. and was 
elected a member of Sigma Xi, 
the scientific ho no rary soci
ety. I-Ie received his Ph.D. in 
Theoretical Chemist ry from 
Georgetown Un iversity In 
1970. He then worked at the 
National Bureau of Standards 
on a National Science Fou nda
tion Fellowship. In 1972 he 
took ini t iat ion from lI is 
Divine Grace, A. C. Bhakti-
veda n ta Swami Prabhupiida. As a member of Bhaktivedanta Insti
lUle he has presented co urses and lectures at man y universit ies in 
the E:lstern U.S.A. 



Dr. !\larcheui has pub lished scveral tcchniCdl papers, including: 

"Theoretical ] 1:; - ] E-;:; Dipole Strengths of so me Homo

nuclear Diato mic Molecul es : Configurat ion Interacti on," J. 
Chem. Phys., 48, 434 (1968). 

"Electronic Transi ti on i\ lo menl o f the Lyman Bands of 
11 2 (B] ~~ - Xl E;) as a Functi on of Internuclear Separa
tion, " J. Chem. Pli ys .. 55, 1665 ( 1971). 

He is a member of Sigma Xi, the American Chemica l Society, and 
the American Ph ysical Society. 

Dr. Ri chard Tho mpso n 
(Sadapma Dasa) 

Dr. Tho mpso n was bo rn in 
Binghamton, Ncw Yo rk, in 
1947. He received his B.S. in 
Mathematics and Ph ysics from 
the State University o f New 
York at Binghamton, and his 
i\ I. A. III Mathematics from 
Syracuse University. In 1974 
he received hi s Ph.D. in Prob· 
ability Theory from Co rnell 
Universi ty. He has wo rked for 
General Anil ine and Film 
Corp. and Computer Science 
Corp. as a mathemati cian and 
com puter programmer. In 
1975 he became an initiated disciple of I-lis Divine Grace, A. C. 
Bhak ti vedama Swami Prabhuplida. He is presently a member o f 
Bhakt ivedanta Insti tute. 

Dr. Tho mpson has published a monograph on th e th eo ry of 
sta ti sti cal mechanics: 

Equilibrium Slates Oil Thill Ellergy Shells . Memoirs of the 
American Mathematical Society, No. I SO, 1974. 

He is a member of the American i\1:llhematicaI Society. 



Robert S. Cohcn 
(Bra hmatrttha Dasa) 

f\ lr. Cohen was born in 
Ne wark, Ncw J ersey, in 1949. 
I-Ie reccivcd bi s B.S. in Chemis
try fro m Rensselacr Polytech
nic Institutc in 1971 , and his 
M.S. in Geology from Rutgers 
University in 1975. I-Ie is pres
cntly cmploycd as an cxplora
tion geologist. In 1976 hc 
took ini ti ati on as a di sci ple of 
l lis Divinc Gracc, A. C. Bhak
tivedanta Swami Prabhupllda. 

Mr. Cohcn is co-author of 
a boo k, Perfecl Questions 
Perfect AllSwers. I-Ie is also 
co-aut hor of several tcchni cal articlcs , including: 

;'m·Bcnzenc Disulfonic Acid (BDS) as a Supcrio r Accompany
ing Acid for Routine Silica te Rock Analys is," Chem. Ceol., 
16. 30 7 (1975). 

lie is a mcm ber of the Geo logical Society o f America , the Na ti onal 
Association of Geology Teachers, and th e Society of Econo mic 
Paleon tologists and Mine ralogists. 





To make lecture engagements, please write to Bhaktivedanta 
Institute at one of the following addresses: 

70 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

U.S.A. 
Telephone: (617) 266-8369 

Hare Krishna Land 
Juhu, Bombay 400 054 

India 
Telephone: 57-9373 

Bhaktivedanta Gurukula and 
Institute for Higher Studies 
Bhaktivedanta Swami l\larg 

Vrindavana, Mathura 
India 




