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Dear Spiritual Masters. GBC's. Sanny§:sis. Temple 
Presidents. and Prabhus. 

Please accept my obeisances at your feet. All 
glories to Srna Prabhupada. our eternal master. guide. 
and friend. and to all the present acaryas. 

This is the first Bhaktivedanta Institute News
letter. which we'll be sending out periodically to keep 
you abreast of events on this particular branch of the bur
geoning ISKCON tree. This newsletter is intended spe
cifically for devotees in the Kr!ilQa consciousness move
ment; it is not meant for outsiders. From time to time 
we need to communicate very frankly and confidentially 
with our ISKCON Godbrothers and -sisters about the kind 
of work we are doing. the progress we are making. and 
how ISKCON preachers in general fit in with our work. 
We have some indication that the BI's work is sometimes 
not clearly understood. and that some devotees want to 
help but don't really know how. In order to clear up 
these points for everyone. we will have to let you in on 
the strategy we are employing to invade the fortress of 
material science and philosophy. Since this is confiden
tial stuff. our newsletter should be understood as an 
intramural publication. a discussion strictly among de
votees. 

First we'd like to let you know the latest news of 
the Institute. As per the GBC resolutions of Mayapur 
'79. the Institute now has two GBC co-directors. His 
Holiness Adi-kesava Swami and Swariipa Damodara Pra
bhu. There have also been other changes and additions 
in personnel: Purnananda Prabhu. long-time treasurer 
at the New York yatra. is the new business manager for 
the Institute; Dayadhara Prabhu. a Ph. D. in neurophysi
ology who has been distributing books out of the Boston 
temple for the past three years. has joined the Institute's 
PhiladtHphia branch; Vedavyasa Prabhu. whom many of 
you know as the prodigious/German translator and one 
of the heroes.of the German court case. is now a full
time researcher at the Institute's Bombay branch; Bha
gavata-darsana Acarya Prabhu. an Indian social scien
tist. is working with Vedavyasa in Bombay; and Syama
sllndara Prabhu. now at the BI's Philadelphia head
quarters. will be researching astrology in India for the 
Institute (also as per the GBC resolutions). In addition. 
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Syamasundara Prabhu will work extensively with Sada
puta Prabhu on a project of utmost importance to the 
whole of ISKCON: the precise determination of the 
structure of the universe from the information given 
in the SrTmad-Bhagavatam and other Vedic scriptures. 
and the working out of all the necessary mathematical 
formulations for a geocentric cosmology. Not only are 
these calculations essential for the construction of 
Srila Prabhupada's glorious temple-planetarium in 
Mayapur. but also. when completed and confirmed. 
they will provide a formLdable challenge to the here
tofore impregnable fortres>i of modern space science. 

The full membership of the Bhaktivedanta Insti
tute to date is as follows: the co-directing GBC' s are 
His Holiness Adi-kesava Swami and Swar\ipa Damodara 
Prabhu; the charter members (those who came together 
in Washington. D. C .• in December 1976 and organ
ized the Institute) are Swarupa Damodara Prabhu. Ra
vindra Swarupa Prabhu. Sadaputa Prabhu. Madhava 
Prabhu. and Rupanuga Prabhu; the ,core members (those 
who hold a Ph. D. or Masters degree and who are work
ing full-time with the Institute) are Swariipa Damodara 
Prabhu. Sadaputa Prabhu. Madhava Prabhu. Dayadhara 
Prabhu. Ravindra Swarupa Prabhu. Ji'iana dasa Prabhu. 
and Bhagavata-darsana Acarya; the associate members 
(those who are initiated devotees in !SKCON. who have 
some college degree. and who are more or less regu
lnr contributors to the work of the BI) are Garuda Pra
bhu. BrahmatTrtha Prabhu. Haladhara Prabhu. and 
Mahabuddhi Prabhu; the staff members (initiated and 
non-ilitiated devotees who do support work for the BI) 
are Vedavyasa. Purnananda. Syamasundara. Sasvata. 
Draviga. Dr. S. Chaturvedi. Dr. Mangalmurty. Mr. 
Prasad. L Dwarkanathan R •• George Wilfiion. K.J. Jay
esh. Srikant. and Pankaj. His Holiness Adi-kesava 
Swami desires that anyone wanting to join or work with 
the BI first contact him before presenting himself as a 
BI member or preaching on its behalf. To keep a uni
fied preaching approach. as well as the academic credi
bility of the name" Bhaktivedanta Institute. " this is a 
must. Please comply with this GBC directive. 

We've now moved to what promises to be (final-
ly) the Bl's permanent Western headquarters: a stately. 
sturdy house about a mile from the Philadelphia temple. 
The combination of the strong spiritual program at the 
temple (under the direction of Sriman Yogesvara Prabhu). 
the scientific and philosophical guidance of Swarupa Dam
odara Prabhu. and the firm management of His Holiness 
Adi-kesava Swami promises to mold the Bhaktivedanta 
Institute into the dynamic preaching force that &TIa Pra
bhupada always hoped for. Next on the publication agen
da: Western Bhaktivedanta Institute Bulletin No.2. 
with an in-depth article on inspiration arid the origin of 
knowledge by Sadaputa Prabhu. an up-date on BI news. 
and so on. Meanwhile. Dayadhara Prabhu is analyzing 
the mind-brain-soul di.Unction. withthe aim of publish
ing an article in a scientific establishment journal. and a 
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later one in our own Bulletin; Syamasundara Prabhu is 
researching astronomy and astrology; Ravindra SwariJpa 
Prabhu is completing his doctoral dissertation and ed
ttingthe long-awaited Dialectical Spiritualism (Srlla Pra
bhupada' s talks with Hayagrtva Prabhu and Syamasundara 
Prabhu on many Western philosophers); and the rest of 
us are performing the necessary support work for the 
Institute. 

Last April 3, at the invitation of Professor James 
Abbott of the University of New Orleans, Sadaputa Prabhu 
presented a talk before a group of math faculty there. 
Here is his report: 

"Before beginning my lecture, I discussed the 
Bhaktivedanta Institute with Professor Abbott and other 
members of the faculty. Presenting the BI as an aca
demic research institute, I said our programs center on 
the study of the nature of life from the viewpoints of 
modern science and Eastern and Western philosophy. I 
also mentioned that we are studying the relationship be
tween science and religion. 

"My lecture, entitled 'Information and Random 
Automata, ' was based on a paper I prepared for the an
nual American Mathematical Society meeting in Biloxi, 
Miss., held last January. The math faculty and a few 
grad students (about fifteen in all) attended the lecture 
at the University of New Orleans, and all were very in
terested and favorably impressed. Most stayed the full 
hour and a half, and a few promised to correspond with 
me in the future. 

"Though purely mathematical in presentation, my 
lecture was blatantly anti-evolutionary in its conclu
sions. Contradicting cur pent chemistry and physics, 
I proved mathematically that the principles underlying 
the processes of nature must possess a high information 
content, and that this information must be related to the 
manifestations of human life and culture. The impli
cation of this conclusion (that life could not have arisen 
from simple combinations of matter) apparently failed 
to sink in--but perhaps this was just as well, for if 
it had my audience might have tended to reject my argu
ments out of hand. In any case, if the premises lead
ing to the conclusions are respected (as they definitely 
were in Biloxi and New Orleans), then in due time the 
conclusions themselves must also be respected. If the 
Bf-eafi -fmtnd a schoili.-cl-theught that-naturally revolves 
around Kr~l).a conscious conclusions, then we can grad
ually establish KnHy.a conscious philosophy as something 
very difficult to disregard in learned circles. Infor
mation theory, as well as the broader fields of seman
tics and mathematical logic, seem to offer a real pos
sibility for developing such a school of thought. " 

In India Mlidhava Prabhu is also vigorously 
pushing forward the BI programs. He is continuing his 
very popular Bhagavad-gita classes at the temple of 
Srl Sri Radha-RasavihariJ'i. as well as his extensive 
cultivation of Indian scientists. He is now planning the 
n-ext BI Life Comes from Life Conference, which prom
ises to be much more widely attended and well-publi
cised than the last one in October 1977. With the help 
of funds from the Mayapur Development Committee, 
Vedavyasa and Madhava have begun a massive book 
acquisition program. Eventually the library at our 
Bombay mandira will contain books on all fields of Ve
dic knowledge, including, perhaps, microfilmed copies 
of rare manuscripts. 

The hundredth anniversary of the birth of Albert 
Einstein has produced a plethora of newspaper and maga
zine features, TV specials, civic celebrations, etc., 
and the Bhaktivedanta Institute has joined in--in its own 
way, of course. Last April 17th, at our Bombay tem--
pIe, His Divine Grace Hrdayananda dasa Gosvaml ar
ranged an Einstein-Centennial news conference for Swa
rupa Damodara Prabhu, Madhava Prabhu, and Brahma.., 
tlrtha Prabhu under the banner of the BI. However, in
stead of stale platitudes in praise of modern science, 
the three delivered sharp criticisms of it, calling it to 
account for its excessive materialism and moral empti
ness. SwariIpa Damodara especially emphasized that 
modern scientists must recognize the limits of material 
knowledge and admit the existence of higher-order nat
ural laws governing life. The conference received cov
erage in the Free Press Journal and the Indian Express. 

Planned for the immediate future is a visit to Rome 
by Swarupa Damodara Prabhu, Madhava Prabhu, and 
Jfiana dasa Prabhu. In mid-June they will attend the E- _ 
leventh International Congress of Parapsychology and 
First World Congress of Science and Religion. Swariipa 
Damodara will deliver a 45-minute lecture based on his 
paper "Fundamental Principles of Reincarnation (Trans
migration) and the Evolution of Consciousness, " and 
JTlana dasa will deliver a talk based on bis paper entitled 
"The Vedas, Parapsychology, and Religion." The con
ference includes an audience with the Pope and the Mayor 
of Rome for the main participants. After the conference 
Swarupa Damodara, Jnana dll.sa, and Madhava will em
bark on a speaking tour of Europe. 

Perhaps less spectacular but just as important in 
the long run for the Insitute is Garuda Prabhu's pro-
gram at Harvard. There he is painstakingly going through 
the academic paces, studying in the Divinity School. -_ Can 
you imagine how valuable it will be when one day ISKCON 
and the BI can boast an M. A. or Ph. D. in Religion from 
Harvard University? Meanwhile, of course, he is con
tacting and cultivating many scholars in the college-rich 
Boston area, some of whom are already making signi
ficant contributions to the BI's work. 

One of Jnana dasa's main projects is the contact., 
ing and cultivation of scientists and other scholars. R.e
cently. by th(;! mercy_ oLFj_~ Div~~e Q.r~ce S<itf!yar1I,pa _ 
dasa Gosvaml, as well as the kind cooperation of SrTman 
RanadhTra Prabhu at the BBT warehouse in Los Angeles, 
J'nana dasa acquired a list of five to six thousand schol
ars contacted by the BBT library party during their 
years of invaluable work. This is, of course, a very 
large first step in acquiring an academic mailing list. 
But many of these names were acquired one, two, or 
three years ago, and devotees are meeting new people 
all the time. To try to glean some of these new names 
from devotees' files around the country and the world. 
mana dasa recently sent an appeal to most temple pres
idents and life member directors. Here is a reminder, 
in the form of a letter from him: 

"My dear Prabhus, 

"Please accept my humble obeisances. All glo
ries to Srila Prabhupada, and to all the present acar
yas. 

"I hope that by now you will have received my 
letter requesting your kind cooperation in sending us 



the names and addresses of any academic contacts 
(Ph. Do's, professors, studcnts, etc.) and anyone else 
whom you think would be particularly interested in the 
Shaktivedanta Institute's programs. If you have not 
yet received my letter--or if you have received it but 
haven't yet found time to respond to it--I would like to 
repeat my plea foryour kind cooperation in this matter. 
When we send these people copies of our 'new BI Bulle
tin and news of the Institute's activities, I'm quite sure 
they will become enlivened and see the whole of ISKCON 
in a new lighL Certainly, when they see that Kr~,!a con
sciousness has something to offer at all levels, their 
relationship with the local temples should improve and 
deepen. Please regard the Institute as an extension of 
your own preaching activities. If we can work toge
ther in this spirit, I'm sure Krsna consciousness will 
spread further and wider. . •• 

"I hope this meets you in the best of health, bliss
fully engaged in the service of SrI SrI Guru and Gauranga. 
I beg to remain your eternal servant, 

"Jnana dasa Adhik~ri" 

The overall strategy for developing the school of 
thought that Sadaputa mentioned in his report from New 
Orleans has been painstakingly worked out by him and 
Ravindra Swarupa Prabhu. This strategy now provides 
the overall framework for the preaching technique of 
the Western division of the BL To illuminate the devo
tees at large about this strategy and to allay any doubts 
and misgivings, we'd like to present a full discussion 
of this strategy, this time in the form of a letter from 
Ravindra SwariIpa Prabhu: 

"My dear Godbrothers and Godsisters, 

"Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories 
to Srila Prabhupada and the present acaryas. 

"Many of you have probably seen the first issue of 
the Bhaktivedanta Institute Bulletin, which featured an 
article by Sadaputa Prabhu called 'The Nature of Bio
logical Form.' One devotee was kind enough to send us 
his reactions. some of which were critical. He wrote: 

••• After reading the first article, on bio
logical form, it appeared to me that the 
Vedic evidence was not really presented as 
an alternative explanation to the Darwinian 
theory. The real fact is that all life forms 
(a. 400. 000) appear at once, and the evolu
tion from one species to another is a de
scription of automatic transmigration of the 
soul. I think that the climax of your article 
should be to present the Vedic truth after 
defeating the opposing argument as unrea
sonable. Then to give positive arguments 
to confirm the Vedic statement. I think you 
must present more boldly the scriptural un
derstanding as your own. Otherwise, the 
programs of the Institute ••. have not really 
been fulfilled. Only negation of the exist
ing theory. Why not explain the alternative 
to the big bang theory or the origin of con
sciousness? Why not mention the soul? 
Just as HamsadiIta Maharaja did in Ceylon-
you make positive statement and then let 
them disprove. Then you find contradiction 
in their statement. 0 •• 

I want to answer this devotee in this newsletter, because 
I believe his criticisms repres"nt a misunderstanding 
that may be widespread. 

First. Sadaputa's article docs presl'nt th" positive 
V edic truth. namely, that there is a transcendental agent 
who must be responsible for the existence of biological 
forms and human inspiration. To show in a rigorous. 
scientific manner that a conception of par<Jmatma is 
needed for a satisfactory account of living fo-rmS-is no 
small achievement. Sadaputa docs this by showing that 
the information for the myriad biological forms must 
exist prior to the manifestation of these forms. Strictly 
speaking. arguments <Jbout the way information is intro
duced into the cosmos--gradual~ all at once. from 
higher to lower. or vice vcrsa--are another issuc, 
which cannot be settled on the basis of information theory 
alone. It would be intellectually sloppy to try to tack 
that on. or something about 'the soul.' etc. These con
siderations are not relevant to the case at hand. 

"On a deeper level. it seems that Sadaputa' s critic 
doesn't understand the mission of the Shaktivedanta In
stitute. Srna Prabhupada instructed the SI scientists to 
establish Kr~!)a consciousness scientifically. This means 
to present Vedic conclusions (siddhanta) not on the au
thority of sastra. but rather on the basis of factual evi
dence, reason. and logic accepted by the scientific es
tablishment. Of course. sastra lets us kQOW what the 
truth is. We are not groping in darkness. And since un
doubtedly Krsna consciousness is the Absolute Truth. 
it will be pa"s"s"ible to find better evidence. better reasons. 
and better logic for it than for the false alternatives. 
The business of the BI is to find that support. In this we 
are following the example of SrI Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
Himself. who often defeated His' opponents by reason and 
logic alone. Here is a selection from the Sri Caitanya
Caritl:lmrta that describes the Lord's experiences in 
South India: 

All of the adherents of various scrip
tures were ready to present the consclusions 
of their respective scriptures. but SrI Cai
tanya Mahl!prabhu broke all their opinions 
to pieces and established His own cult of 
bhakti based on the Vedas. Vedanta-sutra. 
and the philosophy of acintya-bhedab~ 
tattva. Sri Caitanya Maha:prabhu established 
ti1edevotional cult everywhere. No one 
could defeat Him. 

iCc. ~dhya 9.42-46) 

In his purports to this section Sriia Prabhupada 
comments. 

No one can attain the Absolute Truth 
by argument. One may be very expert in 
logic. and another person may be even 
more expert in the art of argument. Be
cause there is so much word jugglery in lo
gic. one can never come to the real con
clusion about the Absolute Truth by argu
ment. The followers of Vedic principles 
understand this. 

However, it is seen. 0 • that Sri Cai
tainya Mahaprabhu defeated the Buddhist 
philosophy by argument. Those who are 
preachers in ISKCON will certainly meet 
many people who believe in intellectual ar
guments. Most of these people do not be-



lievc in the authority of the Vedas. Never
theless, they accept intellectual specula
tion and argument. Therefore the preach
ers of Kr~r:a consciousness should be pre
pared to defeat others by argument, just 
as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu did. (Cc. 
Madhya 9.49, purp.) -

"Now, Srila Prabhupada himself frequently 
preached to scientists. and he left us many practical 
arguments to prove that life comes from life, that the 
soul and the body are distinct, that the descending pro
cess is superior to the ascending, and so on. These are 
perfectly sound, commonsense arguments, and all de
votees should know how to use them. However, to make 
a case with full scientific and mathematical rigor, in 
the specialized and detailed manner required by modern 
academic investigation, one must very carefully devel
op and expand these commonsense arguments. Since 
all devotees can use Srila Prabhupada's commonsense 
arguments, and since all devotees can argue with any
one on the basis of Bhagavad-g'ita and Srtmad- Bha:gava
tam, why would SrHa Prabhupada hve seen the need to 
maintain a group of Ph. D. 's in niathematics, chemistry, 
neurophysiology, philosophy. and so on, if they merely 
would duplicate what any competent devotee can already 
do? 

"The fact is that t'he Bhaktivedanta Institute has a 
special mission: to preach to a very special and influ
ential group of people- -the scientific and academic in
telligentsia. Just as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu took ini
tiation as a mayavadi sannyasi so He could preach to 
the mayavadi intellectuals, so the members of the BI 
must present themselves as competent scientists and 
intellectuals so they can capture the attention of the 
modern, Western intelligentsia. 

"Sadaputa and I have studied Western scholars 
with great care and at length., They differ in important 
respects from Indian intellectuals, who can be approached 
on the basis of sastra, and who do not suddenly become 
deaf when the words 'soul,' 'spirit.' or 'God' are men
tioned. The Western academic establishment is, as you 
would imagine, considerably more closed and narrow
minded. Sadaputa Prabhu and I devoted several months' 
research to the study of European and American science 
as a social and political institution. This study confirmed 
what Saaaputa had learned when he first approached 
scientists with the BPs first publications: that the ini-
tial and o.,erwhelming problem we face is simply get-
ting ourselves listened to. --

"For example: Sadaputa showed the second BI 
monograph to a mathematics professor he knew. The 
professor leafed through it and then noted the publish
er. Bhaktivedanta Institute. 'Oh,' he said with a grim
ace. 'you have published it under their imprimatur. I 
hear alarm bells ringingi' Another professor wrote 
disparagingly in a journal about how one sign of 'lunatic
fringe,' pseudo-scientific groups is that their mem
bers approach you after a lecture to give you a mono
graph that looked scientific but on inspection turned out 
to be privateIYP!-inted! Sadaputa Prabhu had indeed 
given scientists a copy of his monograph, only to re
ceive the same ice-cold shoulder. 

"There is no, institution so closed, narrow
minded. and rigid as that of modern Western science. 
Anyone they consider' outside' the scientific establish
ment is anathematized. black-balled; the collective 

back is turned on him, and, if possible, his existence 
is never even acknowledged. Sciei1ce does not refute 
the claims of such outsiders; it has a far more effective 
response: it never even bothers to hear them. The BI 
may have many powerful arguments and scientifically 
sound conclusions. But of what use are they, if no one 
is even ~oing to hear us? 

"Let me use an analogy to explain our problem. 
The BI has a bomb in its ha.nds--the 'bomb' of the Abso
lute Truth, as delivered to us so very wonderfully by 
Srila Prabhupada. This bomb is so powerful that it can 
bring down the whole edifice of modern materialistic 
science. However, for the bomb to be effective, it has 
to explode inside the building. If it blows up in the --
street, it may rattle a few windows anct raise some 
dust, but it will essentially be ineffective. Thus the in
itial problem we face is to get the bomh insed", the buil
ding. Then we can detonate it. 

( 

"After all, we are attacking the central dogmas 
of science. The first step, then, is not even to secure 
agreement, but simply to become accepted as scienti
fically and intellectually respectable. 'Well, I don't 
agree with you. but you aren't crackpots either,' 
would be acceptable to us as an initial response. 

"We don't want the Bhaktivedanta Institute to become 
another Creation Research Institute. You 'may have 
heard of this group of Christian fundamentalist 
scientists, which has been waging the anti-evolutionary 
battle for some time. They are mainly interested in 
the fossil record (The Fossils Say No! is one of their 
publications), and they have printeda creationist text
book series for high schools. They are active lectur-
ers and debators. They argue. sometimes in mathema
tical detail, for the Biblical conclusions that the earth 
was creatEd less than ten thousand years ago and that 
all the layers of sedimentary rock were laid down during 
the forty days and nights of the Genesis flood. They have 
some excellent criticisms of evolution (for the fossils 
do indeed say 'no'). and in fact when one of their well
prepared speakers debates Professor X of the Biology 
Dept., Prof. X almost always loses. Yet in the scien
tific community there is only derision. No one listens. 
While the Creation Research people lecture frequently, 
it is always in the basement of some Baptist or Pente
costal church (they have a natural constituency. of 40_Qr 
50 million 'born-again' Christians). As far as the sci
entists and intellectuals are concerned, the eRI has been 
banished into the wilderness of the loonies. (The only 
problem the CRI ever presents to established academia 
is when the Littleville fundamentalists threaten to get 
a creationist textbook adopted by a local school board. ) 
We do not want the BI to suffer the ignominious fate 
of the CRI; rather we want to have a powerful impact 
on the scientific establishment itself. 

"Here's our plan. The key to scientific respect
ability and acceptance is to get articles published in 
established scientific journals. Therefore, Sadaputa 
Prabhu has broken down the argument presented in the 
second BI monograph (Demonstration ~ Information 
Theory that Life Cannot Come from Matter) into a group 
of more narrowly focused arguments. He is developing 
each of these in a far more detailed and rigorous way 
than before. He has completed two papers along these 
lines: 'Information and Random Automata' and 'A Mea
sure of Shared Information in Classes of Patterns. ' He 
has already presented the first paper at the annual 



meeting of the American Mathematical Society, where it 
was very well received. (He was also invited to lecture 
on this paper to the Mathematics Dept. of the University 
of New Orleans. His report of this lecture appears 
elsewhere in this Newsletter.) Thus, it seems that his 
work is professionally acceptable, and both papers 
have been submitted to scientific journals for publica
tion. 

"Where do we go from here? Well, one philoso
phical implication of Sadaputa' s mathematical discovery 
is that Plato (who thought that the forms of things, the 
'ideas, ' e lC is t eternally and independently of the world) 
turns out to be correct on scientific grounds, rather 
than Aristotle, who believed that the forms or univer
sals (Sadaputa's 'shared information') exist only in 
concrete individuals. In the near future Sadaputa Prabhu 
and I will co-author a paper for a journal of phil sophy 
of science to point out this revolutionary implication--

_ for Aris~totle. not Plato, is the spiritual father of mod-
ern science. 

~ --

"We can go further. If we can prove mathematic
ally and logically that there must exist some eternal 
information that specifies the forms of all living entities, 
then we have proved the existence of the Vedas. (Brahma 
is able to create material forms only after he is in
spired with the understanding of the Vedas, the reposi
tory of all knowledge.) Then we can argue that it would 
be very odd to have such complete information about 
things floating around in the void, without any origin; 
the reasonable thing to do would be to posit an entity who 
possesses this complex information, who is its source, 
and who makes such information relevant to concrete, 
temporal events. Sarvasya caham hrdi sannivif]tho ..• 
Q.E.D. 

"In this way. we break our case down into its 
smallest components. and bit by bit. we publish it now 
in this journal. now in that. now in mathematics, now 
in physics. now in chemistry, now in neurology. now in 
philosophy. Evolution, soul. and God will receive ap
propriate treatment. Finally. when a good portion of 
our case has been published and defended against critic
ism, and thus firmly implanted in the edifice of science-
just as. to revert to our bomb analogy. saboteurs might 
smuggle a bomb into the target building in bits and piec
es--then we bring all the parts together. and WHAMMO! 
Let's suppose our assembled bomb is a book spelling 
out the whole case--something our critic understandably 
wants. The materialistic scientists and philosophers 
may be aghast and horrified. but because all the refer
ences and footnotes will be to articles published in their 
own journals and presented in- their own professional 
gatherings. what could they then say? At this point they 
would find it very difficult to argue that we are kooks 
and crackpots. And because of the scientifically sound 
method of presentation. we will also make many allies 
in the ranks of established scientists. The eternal di
chotomy of sura and asura will be manifest in the sci
entific establishment, and the real debating will begin. 

"We do not know how long it will take to com
plete this plan. It requires some patient groundwork. 
yet we are convinced that it is what we must do to sat
isfy SrUa Prabhupada's request of us. Even if it takes 
five years. it will be swift (for academic time, like 
that of the upper planets. is slow). We have at least 
begun. As Srna Prabhup~da once said: 'In like a needle. 
out like a plow. ' 

:J 

"It is important, then, that everything published 
under the name of the Institute be scientifically rigorous. 
An argument has premises and a concluslon; if from the 
premise vf information theory the conclusion is the Su
persoul. then we can't really tack on 'soul' or 'creation 
from the top down,' or whatever. Those conclusions 
will follow from other premises, other arguments. We 
cannot. in published articles that scientists will read. 
abandon the scientific professional standards. Some de
votees may find this frustrating now. but in the end it 
will payoff. 

"I pray that this outline of our program may satis
fy our Godbrother who wrote to us, and I hope he will 
understand and sUIJport this program. 

"We received another interesting letter. this one 
from two French devotees who had decided to 'start 
a scientific program' by preaching to Nobel-prizewin
ning scientists on the basis of a Back to Godhead 
article. published three years ago under the BI name, 
called' Can Creation-eomefrom Chaos?' These de
votees, however, experienced some difficulty. The big 
scientists they approached did not accept the assertions 
in the article that Carbon 14 dating had been shown to 
be unreliable; nor did they agree that life violates the 
second law of thermodynamics. 'So,' the devotees 
wrote. 'in order to answer properly these bogus sci
entists, can you send us detailed information?' 

"You must already see the problem. These two 
well-intentioned devotees have violated an important 
guideline laid down by Srila Prabhupada: one must preach 
only on the basis of his own expertise. It was a serious 
mistake for them to approach big scientists and attempt 
to speak to them on the basis of thermodynamics and 
Carbon 14. when they had no expertise in these matters. 
-The result is all too clear: they were unable to answer 
the scientists' objections and so were defeated. 

"In their letter these two devotees suggest that 
they might invite an Institute member to Paris and 
arrange meetings with the scientists. That is a much 
better idea. The policy laid down by Srna Prabhupada 
on several occasions is that only authorized BI members 
should preach to scientists on a scientific basis. Other
wise, even the best-intentioned devotee will easily be 
defeated. This does not mean that devotees cannot preach 
on the basis of their expertise, which ought to at least 
include the Bhagavad-gtta and the Srlmad-Bhagavatam. 
If you don't know about Carbon 14 or thermodynamics or 
the fossil record, then don't bring it up. The BTG ar
ticles are intended for popular consumption; they are 
not detailed and rigorous enough to present to a pro
fessional scientist. That is why we are publishing the 
BI Bulletin, as well as articles in professional journ-
als. Should a devotee be preaching to a scientist, he 
can give him the Bulletin or a journal reprint; or he 
may refer him to the Institute for correspondence. We 
will be glad to put any scientist on our mailing list and 
correspond with him privately. 

"We must beg you not to take it upon yourself to 
represent the BI if you are not a recognized member of 
the Institute. Once a devotee did this without author
ization, and Srna Prabhupada became very angry. He 
said that to preach on behalf of the BI you had to have 
a Ph. D. and work under Swariipa D~modara Prabhu. 
It is very important that scientists and academicians 
always associate a high professional standard with the 
name' Bhaktivedanta Institute.' So, in accordance with 
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Srlla Prabhupada's wishes, we must request that only 
those trained in such a standard preach under the banner 
of the BI. 

"Any devotee may distribute BI material, if he 
docs so intclligently; any devotee can use Institute BTG 
articlcs in his preaching, if he remembers that these 
arc popularized, simplified presentations not meant 
for professionals; and any devotee can, should preach 
to whomevcr he meets--whether he be ai1Tfi'fterate or 
a Nobel Laureate--about the message of Krsna as con
tained in SrTmad- Bhagavatam and the Bhag·a"v"ad-gita. 
But please understand that only BI scientists should 
preach on a scientific basis to prclessional scientists 
and under the namc of the Bhaktivedanta Institute. This 
will avoid cClUsing problems for yourself as well as for 
the Institute. 

"I hope this clears up matters for our correspond
ents, as well as for others who may have been in simi
lar perplexities. We invite correspondence from every
one and welcomc whatever problems. questions, sug
gestions, and criticisms you may have. I hope this meets 
you in good health and enthusiastically preaching the mes
sage of Kr!?~a cO"lsciousness. 

"Your eternal servant, 
"Ravindra Swarllpa dasa" 

An excellent example of how devotees can effec
tively use the Bhaktivedanta Institute's Back to Godhead 
articles is provided by Sanjaya Prabhu' s bookdistri
bution techniques in New York. Here is his report 
from the front lines of sankTrtana: 

"Here in New York we've recently been emphasi
zing a more mGture preaching strategy on sanklrtana. 
As part of this strategy, we give out a BTG with every 
big book we sell--a practice particularly successful in 
presenting our philosophy to the more sophisticated 
class of men we meet at the airport. After we sell a 
book, we give the customer the BTG and then point out 
specific articles for him to read before he reads the 
book. We feel that for the majority of people, who have 
not read our litcratures, the BTG serves as an excc1-
lent!rltroduQUo~to_ the _Scimad- Bhagavatam ~r Bhagavad
gItiL 

"In this regard, we've found that the articles writ
ten by the members of the Bhaktivedanta Institute draw 
great interest because of their clear relevance to current 
topics and controversies. A good example is Sadaputa 
Prabhu's latest article, "The Machinery of Evolution: Out 
of Gear?" This article has proven to be a powerful in
strument in our preaching presentation. Many doctors, 
professors, and scientists--as well as businessmen--
are attracted to this type of article, for it appears to 
them 'to be more a part of Western education. On the 
whole, we feel very confident in directing the reader to 
the BI articles. 

"We hope the members of the Institute will con
tinue to write articles for BTG; they are a definite con
tribution to our preaching effort. " 

A very effective way for sankirtana devotees to 
help the BI is to carry a supply of contact cards like the 
one printed below: ' . 

BI Contact Card 

Name __________________________________________ _ 

Address ____________________________________ __ 

Telephone ______________ Oc cupation ___________ _ 

Age __ Comments 

Devotee _________________________ Dat e ________ __ 

When the book distributor meets someone whom he feels 
would be especially open to the type of preaching the BI 
does, he can take down his name, address, phonc' num
ber, age, and occupation, add any relevant comments, 
and turn the card in to his sankirtana leader at the end 
of the day. The sankirtana leader can then mail thc 
card (or cards) to the Institute at 6664 Lincoln Dr. , 
Philadelphia, PA 19119--or he can 'accumulate them 
for, say, a week and then mail out apackag00 This 
program would help us enormously in keeping a grow-
ing file of hot prospects for BI preaching. . 

Finally, we'd like to give you an opportunity to 
order a quantity of the next Bhaktivedanta Institute Bul
letin at 10¢ a copy. Just us-ethe-order form below-;-a7iCi. 
please add 50¢ postage per hundred within the continental 
US. $1. 00 abroad. 

BI Bulletin Order !::orm 
------------------ l 

Please s~nd me~-copi..es of Bhaktiv~d.mta--- ~-

Institute Bulletin. Vol. 1, No.2. Enclosed is my , 
check or money order for $ __ , including $ __ 
for shipping. 

Name 

No. and Street, or P. O. Box 

C'ity State (or Country) ZIP 

Hoping this meets you all in the best of health, 
fully absorbed in the sweet rasa of preaching the mes
sage of SrT Caitanya Maha:prabhu. I beg to remain 

Your servant, 

8~~~ 
Dravi<;la dasa BrahmacarT 




