
GENERAL MEETING OF THE BHAKTIVEDANTA INSTITUTE, SEPT. 22, 23, 
A},"I) 24, 1978 

ResoJutions Unanimously Approved and Adopted 
for recommendation to the Board of Directors 

Members present: Svarupadamodar dasa, Ravindra Svarupa dasa, 
Sadaputa dasa, Jnana das, Amarendra das, Riktananda das, Hans 
G. Bickel, Garudadasa, Brahmatirtha das. 

It was agreed to discuss the preaching mission of the 
Bhaktivedanta Institute under four headings according to the 
group to which our preaching is targetted: 1) the academic 
and scientific professionals, 2) the college and university 
students, 3) the general public, and 4) the devotees. 

1. In dealing with academic and scientific professionals, 
our aim should be to achieve recogni tion and respect as members 
of the same community. The first step will be the cultivation 
of contacts, getting to know who's who, finding out who has 
power to get articles published in professional journals and 
presented in professional conferences and symposia. Members 
should join appropriate professional organizations and attend 
their gatherings. 

Members should write articles so that they may be published 
in professional journals and/or presented at professional 
gatherings, a sine qua non for achiev ing recognition. The 
idea is that the articles will contain arguments which are 
supportive of our philosophy that life comes from life, but 
that such conclusions will not be explicitly drawn in such 
articles. These publications, however, will be preliminary 
work for the Institute's major book; the book will be our 
"coming out," where we put all our cards on the taple. That 
the supporting work for the book will have been first published 
in established professional journals will make it difficult 
for the establishment to dismiss the book as a crack-pot or 
fringe attempt. 

The Institute may also sponsor its own symposium, inviting 
outside scholars and scientists to participate. 

The monographs should be revised, but should be distributed 
with discression--to those people who are already favorably 
disposed. 

The possibility of some Institute members taking academic 
or professional positions will be investigated. 
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2. These proposals deal with the student community. 
Garuda Prabhu will oversee recruitment on camupuses. As 
a service to the ISKCON temples, he will develop a comprehensive 
package to tighten up the college programs. This program will 
be under the direction of the Bhaktivedanta Institute, but 
its na22 will not be publically associated with it. 

The revised monographs will be especially good for this 
prograG, a~d we can produce other materials, exhibits, and 
fil~s, for this effort. 

dll ce20ers should be alert for potential Institute 
recruits and should cultivate potential members. 

Svarupadamodara Prabhu will write a newsletter 
requesting all SKP devotees and preachers in ISKCON to 
send the names and addresses of interested PhDs, graduate 
students, and other academicians or intellectuals to the 
Institute. He will ask His Divine Grace Ramesvara Swami 
to put the newsletter in the BBT newsletter. 

3. For preaching to the general public, the Institute 
will maintain a monthly page in BTG. Brahmatirtha is the 
coordinator, Ravindrasvarupa is the editor; it is understood 
that the Institute does the final editing. We should also 
work on popular books on evolution, etc., such as the one 
Jnana is writing. 

4. Svarupadamodara Prabhu and Balavanta Prabhu shall 
be in charge of making sure everyone in ISKCON is aware of the 
progress and achievements of the Institute. 

A special BI newsletter should be sent out reporting 
this meeting, its accomplishments, and telling about the 
direction the Institute is taking. (Multicopies should be 
sent to each temple to make sure it is read by the devotees.) 

Sadaputa Prabhu should begin preparing audio-cassette 
slide-shows for the temples. 

5. Balavanta Prabhu, Ravindrasvarupa Prabhu, Brahmatirtha 
Prabhu, and Garuda Prabhu shall form a manpower committee to 
procure qualified men for the institute. The committee will 
consult with Svarupadamodara to evaluate all candidates. The 
cow.lui ttee will also work on a program for the Mayapur festival. 

6. Riktananda Prabhu with the the Information R~search 
director to channel information about relevant public~ 
issues (abortion, genetic engeneering, bio-medical ethics, etc.) 
to the members. Institute researchers keep the relevance of 
their research to such voliti~e public issues in mind. 

7. The Institute should make a serious of films of 
short interviews between an Institute member and an 



established or famous scientist, on topic such as evolution, 
life, etc. 

8. The deadline for articles for the first issue 
of Sa-T.-ij::ranam is the Mayapur festival and the first 
issue s~auld be published by Fall, 1979. We want a 
wide vs~iety of articles, with articles from non-members 
if possi81e. 

9. The Srila Prabhupada memorial issue will be titled: 
The Btaktivedanta Institute: "The Next Phase", with the 
appropriate quotation from the-r8tter to Jnana dasa following. 
October 2 is the deadline for articles. 

10. The Institute will establish an office in 
India for collecting and translating Vedic materials 
(in astronomy, atomic physics, geography, psychology, etc.) 
relevent to Institute projects and activities. Madhava Prabhu 
will be asked to head up this office in India. 

11. Each member of the Institute shall write a letter 
to Svarupadamodara Prabhu at least once a month to report on 
his activities and progress on his projects. Svarupaaamodara 
in turn shall send out a monthly newsletter informing the 
members of what the others are doi~g. 
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